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The nurse who expressed a doubt as to whether one could dress 
on one hundred dollars a year would surely have been incredulous 
over a story which seems almost beyond belief, and which certainly 
refutes the statement that all nurses are extravagant and improvi¬ 
dent. A nurse who has been doing institution work, where her board 
and washing were provided, and who had a good stock of clothing 
when she took the position, so that it has not needed much renewing, 
claimed for herself the prize as an economist. She said she had earned 
one thousand dollars during the last two years (not one thousand 
dollars a year, mind you), that she had saved seven hundred dollars 
of that, and had lived on three hundred. 


An anecdote was overheard, told by a married member (a nurse 
whose husband is a physician), to an old friend. It ran like this: 
“My little boy has a great habit of asking his father questions, and 
the doctor to get rid of the child constantly has said to him, Ask 
your mother. Finally, one morning at breakfast, after several ques¬ 
tions being received in this way, the little fellow studied his father 
intently for a moment and then said, seriously, 'Father, why is it 
that mother knows so much more than you do?' ” 


A SCHOOL FOR THE TRAINING OF DISTRICT NURSES. 

The Boston District Nursing Association has fitted up a house 
on Massachusetts Avenue and is establishing a training school for 
District Nurses, both pupils from regular training schools and grad¬ 
uates to be admitted. Miss Charlotte McLeod wffio organized the 
Victorian order in Canada will be in charge, the school to open about 
October 1. 


PROGRESS OF STATE REGISTRATION 

New York.— An appropriation has been secured for the salary 
of a nurse inspector of training-schools to be appointed under the 
civil service. The official announcement of the rules and conditions 
governing the examination will be found on another page. 

The appointment of a nurse inspector has been urged by the 
Nurse Board of Examiners of New' York for the past two years. The 
creation of a new r office in the Education Department has necessarily 
taken some time in order that the salary should be sufficiently liberal 
to attract the very highest type of w 7 omen and make the position one 
of dignity and educational influence. If the right woman is secured, 
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the scope of the office is unlimited, covering vastly more than merely 
formal inspections of buildings, equipment, etc., but investigating 
methods of teaching, time spent in the different departments of the 
hospital, the amount given to night duty, etc. Under such an in¬ 
spector, registration of a training-school will be something more than 
a statement on paper; it will mean that the terms of registration 
must be lived up to in every particular by the hospital. 

Another very important duty of the nurse inspector will be that 
of a general adviser to the superintendents of schools, lending assist¬ 
ance, when so requested, in the development of courses of study and 
affording information when affiliations are needed as to facilities availa¬ 
ble. She will represent the State before educational meetings and be 
recognized as the New York State authority on nursing subjects. 

No greater step than the establishment of this office has ever 
been taken for the progress of nursing education. It opens possi¬ 
bilities greater than can be estimated and makes New York a leading 
power in nursing reforms all over the world. 

Colorado. —The Colorado State Board of Nurse Examiners have 
issued a leaflet of rules governing examinations. The date of the next 
examination will be October 17, 1906. The subjects in which the 
applicants shall be examined are: Anatomy, and physiology, general 
medical diseases, hygiene, surgery, diseases of women, obstetrics, 
or genito-urinary diseases, care and feeding of infants, materia medica 
and dietetics. In the place of any one of the foregoing subjects, either 
hydro-therapy and massage, contagious diseases or nursing the insane, 
may be substituted by the applicant. The average rating must be 
not less than 65 per cent. Applicants may be excluded from the 
examination when the Board has proof of gross incompetency, or 
any acts derogatory to the moral standing of the profession of nursing. 

Washington. —A bill for state registration is soon to be intro¬ 
duced into the legislature of the State of Washington. 

Tennessee. —The Graduate Nurses* Association of Memphis, 
Tennessee, has been working quietly for two years for the organization 
of a state association to secure state registration. As a means of 
stimulating interest in the subject throughout the state, the Memphis 
association presented a bill to the legislature last year, which was 
unsuccessful, but which has acted as something of a stimulant in 
arousing the nurses. There are great numbers of nurses from the 
north in Tennessee and the adjoining states, whose indifference to 
the local interests is a great drawback to professional progress. South- 
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ern women trained in the north and working there are equally in¬ 
different to nursing conditions in the south, so that the nurses at 
least of Tennessee are laboring under a double disadvantage. The 
Memphis association has affiliated with the federation of women’s 
clubs, and is assured of the support of that organization when the 
bill is presented again. 

Iowa. —The legislative committee is organizing its forces to 
begin a new campaign this fall, systematically appointing leaders for 
each district. There have been many changes in the personnel of the 
legislature since the bill was presented last year, and the outlook is 
encouraging. 


THE ABUSE OF THE RED CROSS INSIGNIA 

The Red Cross Bulletin No. 3, issued in July, 1906, calls attention 
to the increase of the illegal use of the red cross insignia as the Red 
Cross Society gains prominence and importance. At the recent 
Geneva conference it was decided to make very vigorous efforts to 
control the abuse of the insignia and it is hoped that within five years 
it may be made a serious misdemeanor to use it in trade or for other 
purposes. The United States has never safeguarded the insignia 
as has been done in other countries. The circular states: 

In two cases that have been brought to the notice of the Executive Committee 
so-called training schools for nurses that provide, in one case a course of a few weeks 
with no hospital experience, and in another a training by correspondence only, 
called their nurses Red Cross nurses. As it is the object of the National Red Cross 
to enroll among its nurses only such as have had a regular two or three years’ course 
with hospital training, and whose efficiency and character have been thoroughly 
vouched for so that our American National Red Cross nurses will rank as highly 
as do the Red Cross nurses in many of the other countries, this use of the Red Cross 
by such institutions as those mentioned above must act as a strong detriment to 
the National Red Cross and prove especially injurious to its efforts to secure the 
enrollment of the highest class of trained nurses. 

Red Cross nurses are enrolled for service in time of war or of great calamity 
as provided in the charter and a false impression is conveyed when nurses not en¬ 
rolled by the National Red Cross make use of this name of Red Cross nurse. There 
can be in each country but one Red Cross Society as recognized by the International 
Red Cross Committee of Geneva upon proof that the Society has received official 
recognition from the Government of its own country and only its nurses are really 
Red Cross nurses, so that all others using this name convey to the public a false 
impression that they are nurses of the Red Cross. 

Public opinion should most strongly oppose the abuse of the Red Cross insignia, 
and its use, save for the purposes for which it was created, earnestly discountenanced. 
The members of the Red Cross are requested to report to the Executive Committee al 1 



